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By STUART TAYLOR Jr.
Special to The New York Times -
WASHINGTON, Feb. 19 —
has forced President Reagan to back
off, at least temporarily, from using
more censorship and polygraph testing
to pmitect nationug security, not be-
cause it thmxght goal |mjmm8nt,
‘ but out of doubt that such

nounce last week that it would seek a

“*bipartisan solution’’ on the measures.

. The~-Administration apparently real- }
that Congress, which had already |.

ized
blocked these measures until April 15,
was likely to extend the ban or make it
One measure would -require more |
than 100,000 ofﬁcia:din the White,
House, the military other depart-
ments who handie certain i
secrets to-sign lifelong censorship
agreements. The other would allow dis-

"Few if any members’ of Congress
have proposed prohibiting the censor-
ship agreements and polygraph testing
the executive branch has long required
of intelligence agents. So the issue-is
not s0 much whether some freedoms

must give way to protect national se- |;

_curity as it is to what degree they must
p'vemy.:i‘ e - s -

The Congressional position reflects a
kind of cost-benefit analysis: The costs
“to civil Iiberties of the Reagan plan
were seen as i the benefits
to the national security, benefits that
some critics deemed negligible.

Richard K. Willard, the Justice De-
partment official who was the principal
architgolthemeasm,hi:sstresed
that Congressional intelligence
committees complained in the late
.1970’s that na:ieicgal security secrets
were inadequa protected.

Thus, he asserted in an interview last
; week, if Congress will not support the
{ Reagan secrecy plan, “it's time for
1
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Secrecy Pro;_)__c_>_§_a1: 1391__{:3 eighed

Against Gains

Meanwhile, Mr. Reagan
voked his March 11 order, only sus-
pended it pending talks with Congress,
Security and Censorship .

Lty comincing Congrans s s
culty i t na.
tional security requires former offi-
cials to submit their writings and
speeches for the rest of their lives for
“‘prepublication review,” or censor-

ship, by their successors. Critics say{ "
such a requirement, at best, would in-
hibit debate and, at worst, could be
used by incumbents as a pretext for si-
lel;?n_gtbeiruiﬁcs.

But Mr. Willard conceded that the
to ppdet espi ddoandnttl
prevent or detect espionage e
to prevent unauthorized disclosures.
th;m u:losntm serious problurxl;ygfaris
leak, anonymous and
;prepublication review does not prevent
;anmymonTleah." Mr. willard ac-
knowledged.""l‘hat’samuchmo;edit-
;ﬁmltpmbluntoaddxps,'b\nthedis-
.closure of information in books. and
: speeches was
something about.

| FewDisclosures Involved Secrets

. 'The Accounting Office found
| 1ast year, in a survey of six agencies,
fthatonlyzlofthezszauthoﬂnddis-_
- closures of classified information over
a five-year period had occurred
through former officials’ writing

| secrets of the kind
that would subject officials who handle
them to Gfelong censorship... . .
Such evidence led many Republicans
' as well as Democrats in Congress to
' conclude that the
| program was a draconian solution to an
almost nonexistent. problem. .
Mr. Willard has suggested that the
cénsorship program would make its
.most important contribution by mak-

practiced by officials both high and
low, reporters, lobbyists and others.

to come forward and say
| what their

solutiq; is to the problem.’’-

has not re.]

ong_tionalsecm'ityorisdreadyavnnable

Congress, including Sena
McC. Mathias, Republican of Mary-
lal'd.Wel'etcospecufalativetowax-ranta
sweeping system of censorship. :
The polygraph, say Mr. Willard and
other inistration officials, is poten-
tially very useful both for ferreting out
those who leak Government to

the and for catching foreign
press Cal

.. Fear of Machine Cited

“They maintain not only that poly-
graph testing can detect lying in many
cases but also that the fear of detection
often spurs people to confess or deters_
themh' from jeaking 1ni the first place.
i j opponents of in-
; creased polygraph use, led by Repre-
. sentative Jack Brooks, t of
| experts assert that is all
btn\:elmindetactjngwwhemergm.
* Even those who concede that wide-

es question
,.vhetherthiswuﬂdbew?rmtheeostto
the freedom and dignity
unsgl‘:{ees subjectlothedte:ﬁng be
branded as liars, just as' some liars

~

..Anotha:realsonfgtber'esismeem
expanded polygraph testing is that
many in Congress are of two minds
about leaks, which have been de-
nounced by every recent President,
most fi by Mr. Reagan, °

. While there is strong sentiment for
preventing Government employees
tary, intel-

from genuine
ligence and diplomatic secrets, many

members recognize that the executive
branch has long labeled as secret thou-
sands of documents posing no threat | °
whatsoever to national security and
has sometimes done s0 to cover up
politically embarrassing information. .

The vast majority of disclosures of
classiﬁedmatedalstothepreesmdm
Congress itself involve. information
that either has little to do with the na-

totheSovietUnionandothernadm.‘
Members of Congress sometimes de.
pend on such leaks in doing their jobs,
and many would not want to see the

employees responsible for them hunted
down with polygraph machines.
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